SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

20th February 2011 

The Service – 

Sing the Feast  (Chataway Setting)
Opening sentence

M: You are God's temple,

C: and God's Spirit dwells in you. 

 (1 Cor 3:16 NRSV alt)
PREPARATION

M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

Open now Your gates of beauty v. 1,4,5
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Tut mir auf die schöne Pforte

Benjamin Schmolck 1672-1737

Tr Catherine Winkworth (1863)

d David Schubert (1999)

1. Open now your gates of beauty,

Zion, let me enter there.

Where my soul in joyful duty

Waits for Him who answers prayer:

O how blessed is this place,

Filled with solace, light, and grace.

4. Let my faith increase and strengthen,

help me keep the gift divine;

when temptations come and threaten,

may your word forever shine,

as the star to show my way,

as my comfort day by day.

5. Speak, my God, and I will hear you;

let your loving will be done;

may I in true faith draw near you,

finding rest in you alone.

Here is food and drink indeed,

here is comfort in all need.

.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

M: Friends in Christ:

let us confess our sins to God our Father and ask him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: We confess that we are born in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have failed to do. We have not loved you with our whole heart, and we have not loved our neighbour as ourselves.

We deserve your eternal punishment.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us. 
Amen.
M: I ask each of you in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?

C: I do.

M: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire forgiveness in his name?

C: I do.
M: Do you intend with the help of the Holy Spirit to live as in God’s presence, and to strive daily to lead a holy life, even as Christ has made you holy?

C: I do.
M: As a called and ordained servant of the word, I announce the grace of God to all of you. On behalf of my Lord Jesus Christ, and by his command, I forgive the sins of all of you who repent and believe, in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
Lord Have Mercy

C: ♫ 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy.


Christ, have mercy. 


Christ, have mercy. 


Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy.
♫ HYMN OF ADORATION: 
GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST

C: ♫ Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God's people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, 

only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer.
For you alone are the holy one, 
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the most high, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen.

Liturgy of the † WORD †
GREETING 

M: The Lord be with you

C: And also with you. 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray that we love our enemies. 

C: Loving heavenly Father, 

thank you that your Son loved us  even when we were enemies, and that he prayed for those who killed him. 
Teach us to be merciful like you, and do good to all people, even to those who do us harm. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

Leviticus 19:1,2,9-18 
CEV 

Be holy - the Lord is God

R:  The first reading for the seventh Sunday after Epiphany is written in Chapter nineteen of Leviticus beginning at verse one. 

The LORD told Moses 2to say to the community of Israel:  

I am the LORD your God. I am holy, and you must be holy too! 

9When you harvest your grain, always leave some of it standing along the edges of your fields and don't pick up what falls on the ground. 10Don't strip your grapevines clean or gather the grapes that fall off the vines. Leave them for the poor and for those foreigners who live among you. 

I am the LORD your God.  

11Do not steal or tell lies or cheat others.  12Do not misuse my name by making promises you don't intend to keep. 

I am the LORD your God.  

13Do not steal anything or cheat anyone, and don't fail to pay your workers at the end of each day  

14I am the LORD your God, and I command you not to make fun of the deaf or to cause a blind person to stumble.  

15Be fair, no matter who is on trial￼don't favour either the poor or the rich.  16Don't be a gossip, but never hesitate to speak up in court, especially if your testimony can save someone's life. 17Don't hold grudges. On the other hand, it's wrong not to correct someone who needs correcting. 18Stop being angry and don't try to take revenge. 

I am the LORD, and I command you to love others as much as you love yourself.

This is the Word of the Lord

C:  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 119:33-40
CEV

R:    The Psalm is Psalm 119

33Point out your rules to me, and I won't disobey even one of them. 

C:  34Help me to understand your Law;  I promise to obey it with all my heart. 

R:  35Direct me by your commands!  I love to do what you say 

C:  36Make me want to obey you, rather than to be rich.  

R:  37Take away my foolish desires, and let me find life by walking with you. 

C:  38I am your servant!  Do for me what you promised to those who worship you. 

R:  39Your wonderful teachings protect me from the insults that I hate so much.

C:   40I long for your teachings.  Be true to yourself and let me live.

C.  Glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit;

As it was in the beginning is now and will be for ever.    Amen.  
1 Corinthians 3:10,11,16-23 
CEV

Built on Christ alone - God's wisdom

R:  The second reading is written in Chapter three of first Corinthians beginning at verse ten.  

10God was kind and let me become an expert builder. I laid a foundation on which others have built. But we must each be careful how we build, 11because Christ is the only foundation.

16All of you surely know that you are God's temple and that his Spirit lives in you. 17Together you are God's holy temple, and God will destroy anyone who destroys his temple. 

18Don't fool yourselves! If any of you think you are wise in the things of this world, you will have to become foolish before you can be truly wise. 19This is because God considers the wisdom of this world to be foolish. It is just as the Scriptures say, "God catches the wise when they try to outsmart him."  20The Scriptures also say, "The Lord knows that the plans made by wise people are useless." 

21-22So stop bragging about what anyone has done. Paul and Apollos and Peter all belong to you. In fact, everything is yours, including the world, life, death, the present, and the future. Everything belongs to you, 23and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.

This is the Word of the Lord

C:  Thanks be to God

Matthew 5:38-48 
CEV
Loving your enemies

M:  The Holy Gospel is written in Chapter five of the Gospel according to St Matthew beginning at verse thirty eight.

C:  Glory to You, O Lord.

M:  'Jesus said:'

38You know that you have been taught, "An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth." 

39But I tell you not to try to get even with a person who has done something to you. When someone slaps your right cheek, turn and let that person slap your other cheek. 40If someone sues you for your shirt, give up your coat as well.  41If a soldier forces you to carry his pack one mile, carry it two miles.  42When people ask you for something, give it to them. When they want to borrow money, lend it to them. 

43You have heard people say, "Love your neighbours and hate your enemies." 44But I tell you to love your enemies and pray for anyone who mistreats you. 45Then you will be acting like your Father in heaven. He makes the sun rise on both good and bad people. And he sends rain for the ones who do right and for the ones who do wrong. 46If you love only those people who love you, will God reward you for that? Even tax collectors love their friends. 47If you greet only your friends, what's so great about that? Don't even unbelievers do that? 48But you must always act like your Father in heaven. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord

C:  Praise to You O Christ

M: Lord Jesus, thank you for loving even your enemies.

Make us perfect like you,

and give us your love for all people.

C: Amen.
NICENE CREED 

C: We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, 

Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. 
For us* and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic† and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
* This means: us human beings 
† or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal' 
May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfil
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Edward Osler 1789-1863, alt.

1. May we as Christians, Lord, fulfil

our calling here, and do your will,

as angels do above;

still walk in Christ, the living way,

with all your children, and obey

the law of Christian love.

2. So may we join your name to bless,

your grace adore, your power confess,

to flee from sin and strife.

One is our calling, one our name,

the end of all our hopes the same,

a glorious crown of life.

3. Spirit of life, of love, and peace,

our hearts unite, our joy increase,

your gracious help supply.

To each of us the blessing give

in Christian fellowship to live,

in joyful hope to die.

SERMON
O that the Lord would guide my ways
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(Ps 119)
Isaac Watts 1674-1748, alt
1. O that the Lord would guide my ways

to keep me righteous still!

O that my God would grant me grace

to know and do his will!

2. Direct my footsteps by your word,

and make my heart sincere;

let sin have no dominion, Lord,

but keep my conscience clear.

3. Help me, for I'm too apt to stray,

a stricter watch to keep;

and if I should forget your way,

restore your wandering sheep.

4. Make me to walk in your commands - 

it's a delightful road - 

and do not let my heart or hands

offend against my God.

♫ OFFERTORY SONG : CREATE IN ME

♫ C: Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.
OFFERING PRAYER

C: Holy God, we thank you for making us your temple and giving us your Holy Spirit.

Teach us to love all people, even our enemies, and to give ourselves in loving service.

Amen.

 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Call to prayer 
M: Our Lord Jesus constantly prayed to his heavenly Father, even for his enemies. Let us pray to the Father for all people.

Response
M: Listen to our prayer, O Lord,

C: and have mercy on all.

Concluding prayer
M: Heavenly Father, teach us to love and to forgive as we have been forgiven. Make us perfect, as you are perfect. Hear our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

LITURGY OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

PREFACE

M: The Lord be with you.

♫C: And also with you.
M : Lift up your hearts.

♫ C: We lift them to the Lord.
M : Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

♫ C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
M: It is indeed right and good, Lord God, holy Father, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

You have sent your only Son to appear among us as a human being, and through him you have fully revealed the light of your presence to us. 

And so, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we adore and praise your glorious name: 

♫ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

C: ♫Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
M: All praise and thanks be to you, eternal God, holy Father, together with your only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, who unites your people in love. 

We thank you for creating all things. We thank you for calling and rescuing your chosen people. Above all we thank and praise you for keeping your promise to the people of old and sending your Son Jesus Christ, whose life, death, and resurrection for our salvation we remember as he comes to us in this holy meal.

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, 

and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, and said, 

Take and eat; this is † my body, which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, after the supper, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, Drink of it, all of you; this is † my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

♫  C: Christ has died.

Christ is risen.



Christ will come again.
M: Send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen our faith so that we who receive the body and blood of Christ may live as true members of the body of your Son.

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
M: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

C: Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER

C:  Our Father in heaven,

Hallowed be your name,

Your kingdom come,

Your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

Now and forever.  

Amen

PEACE 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen. 

COMMUNION INVITATION

M: Jesus says: 

'The bread that God gives 

is he who comes down from heaven 

and gives life to the world.' 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
M:  Come, everything is ready. 

♫ Lamb of God

C: ♫ Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, 


you take away the sin of the world;
grant us your peace.
DISTRIBUTION 

During the distribution the Minister or his assistant says: 

Take and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you.

Take and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

DISMISSAL 

M: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life eternal. Go in peace.†

C:  Amen. 
C: ♫ Thank the Lord and sing his praise; 
tell everyone what he has done.
Let all who seek the Lord 
rejoice and proudly bear his name.
He recalls his promises 
and leads his people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. 
Alleluia. Alleluia.

POST-COMMUNION Prayer 

M:  Let us pray.

C: Almighty and merciful God,
you have taught us through your Son,
that to love is to fulfil the law.

As we have received his love in this sacrament, help us to love you with our whole heart, and our neighbours as ourselves.

We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CONCLUSION

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favour,† and give you peace.  

C: Amen
DISMISSAL 

M: Go in peace, and live as God's holy people.

C:  In the name of Christ. Amen.  
Prayer of Peace
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Leigh Newton

May the Father of love stir you deep in your heart.

May the Son bring his tears to your crying.

May the Spirit of love rise anew ev’ry day,

and compassion flare up in your soul.

May you live day by day and for those whom you meet.

May you care, though your heart will be broken.

May your voice be as one with the cry of the poor,

and the hungry be filled with your food.

May your love in your deeds work for peace on this earth,

for our God dwells within those who suffer.

May you ache for the time war will pass from your life,

and your freedom frustrate Caesar’s pow’r.

Repeat verse 1 
