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The Service – 

Sing the Feast  (Chataway Setting)

 

Opening sentence

M: Look at the birds of the air;

they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,

C: and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  

(Matt 6:26 NRSV)
 

PREPARATION

M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

 

Praise the Lord! you heavens adore Him
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1 Praise the Lord! you heavens, adore Him;

Praise Him, angels, in the height;

Sun and moon, rejoice before Him,

Praise Him, all you stars and light.

Praise the Lord! for He has spoken,

Worlds His mighty voice obeyed;

Laws, which never shall be broken,

For their guidance He has made.

 

2 Praise the Lord! for He is glorious;

Never shall His promise fail;

God has made His saints victorious,

Sin and death shall not prevail.

Praise the God of our salvation;

Hosts on high, His power proclaim;

Heaven and earth and all creation,

Laud and magnify His name. 

  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

M: Friends in Christ:

let us confess our sins to God our Father and ask him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

C: We confess that we are born in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have failed to do. We have not loved you with our whole heart, and we have not loved our neighbour as ourselves.

We deserve your eternal punishment.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us. 
Amen.
 

M: I ask each of you in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?

C: I do.

 

M: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire forgiveness in his name?

C: I do.
 

M: Do you intend with the help of the Holy Spirit to live as in God’s presence, and to strive daily to lead a holy life, even as Christ has made you holy?

C: I do.
 

M: As a called and ordained servant of the word, I announce the grace of God to all of you. On behalf of my Lord Jesus Christ, and by his command, I forgive the sins of all of you who repent and believe, in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
Lord Have Mercy

C: ♫ 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy.
 


Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy.
 


Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 


Lord, have mercy. 
 

♫ HYMN OF ADORATION: 
GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST

C: ♫ Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God's people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, 

only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer.
For you alone are the holy one, 
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the most high, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen.

 

Liturgy of the † WORD †
GREETING 

M: The Lord be with you

C: And also with you. 
  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray that we live according to our faith. 

C: Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for loving us and making us yours through your Son. 

Teach us to live as your people, and to show in our deeds what we profess by our faith. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

 

Isaiah 49:8-16a 
CEV 

God affirms his eternal love for Israel

R:  The first reading for the eighth Sunday after Epiphany is written in Chapter forty nine of Isaiah beginning at verse eight

8This is what the LORD says: 

I will answer your prayers because I have set a time when I will help by coming to save you.  

I have chosen you to take my promise of hope to other nations You will rebuild the country from its ruins, then people will come and settle there.  

9You will set prisoners free from dark dungeons to see the light of day. On their way home, they will find plenty to eat, even on barren hills. 10They won't go hungry or get thirsty; they won't be bothered by the scorching sun or hot desert winds. I will be merciful while leading them along to streams of water.  11I will level the mountains and make roads.  12Then my people will return from distant lands in the north and the west and from the city of Syene.  

13Tell the heavens and the earth to celebrate and sing; command every mountain to join in the song. 

The LORD'S people have suffered, but he has shown mercy and given them comfort.  

14The people of Zion said, "The LORD has turned away and forgotten us."  

15The LORD answered, "Could a mother forget a child who nurses at her breast?  Could she fail to love an infant who came from her own body? Even if a mother could forget, I will never forget you. 16A picture of your city is drawn on my hand. 

This is the Word of the Lord

C:  Thanks be to God

 

Psalm 131
CEV

R:  The Psalm is Psalm 131

1I am not conceited, LORD, and I don't waste my time on impossible schemes. 

C:  2But I have learned to feel safe and satisfied, just like a young child on its mother's lap.

R:  3People of Israel, you must trust the LORD now and forever.

C:  Glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit;

As it was in the beginning is now and will be for ever.    Amen

 

1 Corinthians 4:1-5 
CEV

Stewards of God's mysteries

R:  The second reading is written in Chapter four of first Corinthians beginning at verse one

Think of us as servants of Christ who have been given the work of explaining God's mysterious ways.  

2And since our first duty is to be faithful to the one we work for, 3it doesn't matter to me if I am judged by you or even by a court of law. In fact, I don't judge myself.  

 

4I don't know of anything against me, but that doesn't prove that I am right. The Lord is my judge.  

5So don't judge anyone until the Lord returns. He will show what is hidden in the dark and what is in everyone's heart. Then God will be the one who praises each of us. 

This is the Word of the Lord

C:  Thanks be to God

 

Matthew 6:24-34 
CEV
The heavenly Father's care

M:  The Holy Gospel is written in Chapter six of the Gospel according to St Matthew beginning at verse twenty four

C:  Glory to You, O Lord.

M:  ‘Jesus said’

24You cannot be the slave of two masters! You will like one more than the other or be more loyal to one than the other. You cannot serve both God and money. 

25I tell you not to worry about your life. Don't worry about having something to eat, drink, or wear. Isn't life more than food or clothing? 

26Look at the birds in the sky! They don't plant or harvest. They don't even store grain in barns. Yet your Father in heaven takes care of them. Aren't you worth more than birds? 27Can worry make you live longer? 

28Why worry about clothes? Look how the wild flowers grow. They don't work hard to make their clothes. 29But I tell you that Solomon with all his wealth wasn't as well clothed as one of them. 30God gives such beauty to everything that grows in the fields, even though it is here today and thrown into a fire tomorrow. 

He will surely do even more for you!

 Why do you have such little faith?

 31Don't worry and ask yourselves, "Will we have anything to eat? Will we have anything to drink? Will we have any clothes to wear?" 32Only people who don't know God are always worrying about such things. Your Father in heaven knows that you need all of these. 

33But more than anything else, put God's work first and do what he wants. Then the other things will be yours as well.  

34Don't worry about tomorrow. It will take care of itself. You have enough to worry about today. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord

C:  Praise to You O Christ

M: Thank you, Lord Jesus, for caring for us.

Teach us not to worry, but help us to serve and trust in you alone.

C: Amen.
 

NICENE CREED 

C: We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, 

Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. 
For us* and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic† and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
* This means: us human beings 
† or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal' 
 

SEEK YE FIRST  
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1. Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 

and his righteousness, 

And all these things shall be added unto you. 

Allelu, alleluia 

2. Ask, and it shall be given unto you; 

seek, and ye shall find; 
Knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 

Allelu, alleluia! 
 

 

SERMON

 

 

Brother, sister, let me serve you
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1.  Brother, sister, let me serve you

let me be as Christ to you.

Pray that I might have the grace to

let you be my servant, too.

 

2.  We are pilgrims on a journey,

and companions on the road,

we are here to help each other

walk the mile and bear the load.

 

3. I will hold the Christ-light for you

in the night time of your fear.

I will hold my hand out to you,

speak the peace you long to hear.

 

4.  I will weep when you are weeping,

when you laugh I’ll laugh with you.

I will share your joy and sorrow

till we’ve seen this journey through.

 

5.  When we sing to God in heaven,

we shall find such harmony

born of all we’ve known together

of Christ’s love and agony.

 

6.  Brother, sister, let me serve you,

let me be as Christ to you.

Pray that I might have the grace to

let you be my servant, too.

 

♫ OFFERTORY SONG : CREATE IN ME

♫ C: Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.
 

OFFERING PRAYER

C: Thank you, heavenly Father, for caring for us and all our needs.

Teach us to put you first in our lives, and to serve you by giving of ourselves and showing your love to others.

Amen.

 

 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Call to prayer 
M: Jesus says: 'Do not worry. Your heavenly Father knows what you need'. So let us commit our needs and the needs of all people to his loving care.

Response
M: Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

Concluding prayer
M: Merciful Lord, teach us to strive first for your kingdom and your righteousness and to trust that you will give us all that we need as well. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

PREFACE

M: The Lord be with you.

♫C: And also with you.
M : Lift up your hearts.

♫ C: We lift them to the Lord.
M : Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

♫ C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

M: It is indeed right and good, Lord God, holy Father, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

You have sent your only Son to appear among us as a human being, and through him you have fully revealed the light of your presence to us. 

And so, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we adore and praise your glorious name: 

 

♫ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

C: ♫Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
 

M: All praise and thanks be to you, eternal God, holy Father, together with your only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, who unites your people in love. 

We thank you for creating all things. We thank you for calling and rescuing your chosen people. Above all we thank and praise you for keeping your promise to the people of old and sending your Son Jesus Christ, whose life, death, and resurrection for our salvation we remember as he comes to us in this holy meal.

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, 

and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, and said, 

Take and eat; this is † my body, which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, after the supper, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, Drink of it, all of you; this is † my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

♫  C: Christ has died.

Christ is risen.



Christ will come again.
M: Send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen our faith so that we who receive the body and blood of Christ may live as true members of the body of your Son.

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
M: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

C: Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.
 

LORD’S PRAYER

C:  Our Father in heaven,

Hallowed be your name,

Your kingdom come,

Your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

Now and forever.  

Amen

 

PEACE 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen. 
 

COMMUNION INVITATION

M: Jesus says: 

'The bread that God gives 

is he who comes down from heaven 

and gives life to the world.' 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
M:  Come, everything is ready. 

 

♫ Lamb of God

C: ♫ Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, 


you take away the sin of the world;
grant us your peace.
 

DISTRIBUTION 

During the distribution the Minister or his assistant says: 

Take and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you.

Take and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

M: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life eternal. Go in peace.†

C:  Amen. 
C: ♫ Thank the Lord and sing his praise; 
tell everyone what he has done.
Let all who seek the Lord 
rejoice and proudly bear his name.
He recalls his promises 
and leads his people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

POST-COMMUNION Prayer 

M:  Let us pray.

C: Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for loving us and making us yours through your Son.

As we have received his body and blood, help us to live as your people, and to show in our deeds  what we profess by our faith.

We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

 

CONCLUSION

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favour,† and give you peace.  

C: Amen
 

DISMISSAL 

M: Go in peace. Your heavenly Father cares for you.

C:  In the name of Christ. Amen.  
 

The Lord’s my Shepherd
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1. The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want;

He makes me down to lie

In pastures green: He leadeth me

The quiet waters by.

 

2. My soul He doth restore again:

And me to walk doth make

Within the paths of righteousness,

E’en for His own name’s sake.

 

3. Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,

Yet will I fear no ill;

For Thou art with me, and Thy rod

And staff me comfort still.

 

4. My table Thou hast furnished

In presence of my foes;

My head Thou dost with oil anoint,

And my cup overflows.

 

5. Goodness and mercy all my life

Shall surely follow me;

And in God’s house for evermore

My dwelling-place shall be. 
