THIRD Sunday In lent

 

27th March  2011 

 

The Service – 

Sing the Feast  (Chataway Setting)

 

Opening sentence

M: God has shown us how much he loves us; 

C: it was while we were still sinners that Christ died for us!

(Rom 5:8 TEV)
PREPARATION

M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

 

Jesus, lead Thou on
v.1,2,4
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1. Jesus, lead us on, 

till our rest is won; 

even when the way is cheerless, 

let us follow, calm and fearless; 

guide us by your hand 

to our Father's land. 

2. When dark clouds appear, 

when no help seems near, 

let our fears not overtake us, 

let not faith and hope forsake us; 

Jesus, lead us through, 

to our home with you. 

4. Jesus, still lead on, 

till our rest is won; 

heavenly leader, still direct us, 

give us comfort, and protect us, 

till we safely stand 

in our Father's land.

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

M: Friends in Christ: 

Christ himself carried our sins in his body to the cross, so that we might die to sin and live for righteousness.

We are all born weak and helpless. 

All lead the same short, troubled life. 

We grow and wither as quickly as the flowers; we disappear like shadows.

C: O Lord God most holy, O Lord most mighty,

O holy and most merciful God,

have mercy on us.

M: In the midst of life we are in death. 

To whom can we go for help, but to you, Lord God, though you are rightly displeased because of our sins?

C: O Lord God most holy, O Lord most mighty,

O holy and most merciful God,

have mercy on us.

M: You know the secrets of our hearts; 

mercifully hear us, most worthy judge eternal; keep us, at our last hour, in the consolation of your love.

C: O Lord God most holy, O Lord most mighty,

O holy and most merciful God,

have mercy on us.

M: O Lord God, your mercies are always new. 

Give us the Spirit of your dear Son, so that in the day of judgment we may stand in your presence as your forgiven people, despite our sins, as your faithful people, despite our failures, and as those who have been claimed by your Son through faith, although we have not deserved him. 

On that day may the same Christ, who has redeemed our lives, also plead our cause before your throne of grace. 

In his name we pray. 

C: Amen.
M: As a called and ordained servant of the word, I announce the grace of God to all of you. On behalf of my Lord Jesus Christ, and by his command, I forgive the sins of all of you who repent and believe, in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
 

Lord Have Mercy

C: ♫ 
Lord, have mercy. 


Lord, have mercy. 


Lord, have mercy.



Christ, have mercy. 



Christ, have mercy. 



Christ, have mercy.


Lord, have mercy. 


Lord, have mercy. 



 Lord, have mercy. 

 

Liturgy of the † WORD †
GREETING 

M: The Lord be with you

C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray that we live repentant lives.

C: Holy and merciful God, we thank you for giving your Son Jesus  to die on the cross for us sinners. 

Turn us away from our sins and back to a life of trust in you. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.

 

FIRST READING
Exodus 17:1-7 

The Israelites put God to the test

CEV

R:  The first reading for the third Sunday in Lent is written in Chapter seventeen of Exodus beginning at verse one

The Israelites left the desert and moved from one place to another each time the LORD ordered them to. 

Once they camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for them to drink.  

2The people started complaining to Moses, "Give us some water!"  

Moses replied, "Why are you complaining to me and trying to put the LORD to the test?"  

3But the people were thirsty and kept on complaining, "Moses, did you bring us out of Egypt just to let us and our families and our animals die of thirst?"  

4Then Moses prayed to the LORD, "What am I going to do with these people? They are about to stone me to death!"  

5The LORD answered, "Take some of the leaders with you and go ahead of the rest of the people. Also take along the walking stick you used to strike the Nile River,  6and when you get to the rock at Mount Sinai, I will be there with you. Strike the rock with the stick, and water will pour out for the people to drink." 

Moses did this while the leaders watched.

7The people had complained and tested the LORD by asking, "Is the LORD really with us?" So Moses named that place Massah, which means "testing" and Meribah, which means "complaining."

This is the Word of the Lord

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 95

CEV

R:   The Psalm is Psalm 95

1Sing joyful songs to the LORD!  Praise the mighty rock where we are safe.

C:  2Come to worship him with thankful hearts and songs of praise. 

R:  3The LORD is the greatest God, king over all other gods.  

C:  4He holds the deepest part of the earth in his hands, 

and the mountain peaks belong to him.   

R:  5The ocean is the LORD because he made it, and with his own hands he formed the dry land.

C:  6Bow down and worship the LORD our Creator!  

R:  7The LORD is our God, and we are his people, the sheep he takes care of in his own pasture.  Listen to God's voice today!   

C:  8Don't be stubborn and rebel as your ancestors did at Meribah and Massah out in the desert. 

R:  9For forty years they tested God and saw the things he did.  

C:  10Then God got tired of them and said, "You never show good sense, and you don't understand what I want you to do."  

R:  11In his anger, God told them,  "You people will never enter my place of rest."

C:  Glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit;

As it was in the beginning is now, and will be for ever.    Amen. 
 

SECOND READING      Romans 5:l-11 

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us    CEV
R:  The second reading is written in Chapter 5 of Romans beginning at verse 1.

By faith we have been made acceptable to God. And now, because of our Lord Jesus Christ, we live at peace with God. 

2Christ has also introduced us to God's undeserved kindness on which we take our stand. So we are happy, as we look forward to sharing in the glory of God.

 3But that's not all! We gladly suffer because we know that suffering helps us to endure.  4And endurance builds character, which gives us a hope  5that will never disappoint us. All of this happens because God has given us the Holy Spirit, who fills our hearts with his love. 

6Christ died for us at a time when we were helpless and sinful.  

7No one is really willing to die for an honest person, though someone might be willing to die for a truly good person.  8But God showed how much he loved us by having Christ die for us, even though we were sinful. 

 9But there is more! Now that God has accepted us because Christ sacrificed his life's blood, we will also be kept safe from God's anger.  10Even when we were God's enemies, he made peace with us, because his Son died for us. 

Yet something even greater than friendship is ours. Now that we are at peace with God, we will be saved by his Son's life.  

 

11And in addition to everything else, we are happy because God sent our Lord Jesus Christ to make peace with us.

This is the Word of the Lord

C:  Thanks be to God 

 

Change my heart, O God
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Change my heart, O God,

make it ever true.

Change my heart, O God;

may I be like you.

You are the potter, I am the clay.

Mould me and make me – 

this is what I pray.

Change my heart, O God,

make it ever true.

Change my heart, O God;

may I be like you.

 

GOSPEL

John 4:5-42 

Jesus and the Samaritan woman

CEV
M:  The Holy Gospel is written in Chapter four of the Gospel according to St John beginning at verse five

C:  Glory to You, O Lord.

M: 5and on his way Jesus came to the town of Sychar. It was near the field that Jacob had long ago given to his son Joseph.  6-8The well that Jacob had dug was still there, and Jesus sat down beside it because he was tired from traveling. It was noon, and after Jesus' disciples had gone into town to buy some food, a Samaritan woman came to draw water from the well. 

Jesus asked her, "Would you please give me a drink of water?"

9"You are a Jew," she replied, "and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink of water when Jews and Samaritans won't have anything to do with each other?"  

10Jesus answered, "You don't know what God wants to give you, and you don't know who is asking you for a drink. 

If you did, you would ask me for the water that gives life." 11"Sir," the woman said, "you don't even have a bucket, and the well is deep. Where are you going to get this life-giving water? 12Our ancestor Jacob dug this well for us, and his family and animals got water from it. Are you greater than Jacob?"  

13Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will get thirsty again. 14But no one who drinks the water I give will ever be thirsty again. The water I give is like a flowing fountain that gives eternal life."  

15The woman replied, "Sir, please give me a drink of that water! Then I won't get thirsty and have to come to this well again."  

16Jesus told her, "Go and bring your husband." 17-18The woman answered, "I don't have a husband." "That's right," Jesus replied, "you're telling the truth. You don't have a husband. You have already been married five times, and the man you are now living with isn't your husband." 

19The woman said, "Sir, I can see that you are a prophet.  2

0My ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews say Jerusalem is the only place to worship." 

21Jesus said to her: 

Believe me, the time is coming when you won't worship the Father either on this mountain or in Jerusalem. 22You Samaritans don't really know the one you worship. But we Jews do know the God we worship, and by using us, God will save the world. 

23But a time is coming, and it is already here! Even now the true worshipers are being led by the Spirit to worship the Father according to the truth. These are the ones the Father is seeking to worship him. 24God is Spirit, and those who worship God must be led by the Spirit to worship him according to the truth.

25The woman said, "I know that the Messiah will come. 

He is the one we call Christ. When he comes, he will explain everything to us."  

26"I am that one," Jesus told her, "and I am speaking to you now." 

27The disciples returned about this time and were surprised to find Jesus talking with a woman. But none of them asked him what he wanted or why he was talking with her.  2

8The woman left her water jar and ran back into town. She said to the people,  29"Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! Could he be the Messiah?" 30Everyone in town went out to see Jesus.  

31While this was happening, Jesus' disciples were saying to him, "Teacher, please eat something." 32But Jesus told them, "I have food that you don't know anything about." 33His disciples started asking each other, "Has someone brought him something to eat?"  

34Jesus said: 

My food is to do what God wants! He is the one who sent me, and I must finish the work that he gave me to do. 

35You may say that there are still four months until harvest time. But I tell you to look, and you will see that the fields are ripe and ready to harvest.  

36Even now the harvest workers are receiving their reward by gathering a harvest that brings eternal life. Then everyone who planted the seed and everyone who harvests the crop will celebrate together. 37So the saying proves true, "Some plant the seed, and others harvest the crop." 38I am sending you to harvest crops in fields where others have done all the hard work.

39A lot of Samaritans in that town put their faith in Jesus because the woman had said, "This man told me everything I have ever done." 40They came and asked him to stay in their town, and he stayed on for two days. 

41Many more Samaritans put their faith in Jesus because of what they heard him say. 42They told the woman, "We no longer have faith in Jesus just because of what you told us. We have heard him ourselves, and we are certain that he is the Savoir of the world!"

This is the Gospel of the Lord

C:  Praise to You O Christ

M: Thank you, Lord Jesus, for the living water of eternal life. 

Help us to believe in you and to worship God in spirit and in truth. 

C: Amen.
 

NICENE CREED 

C: We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, 

Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. 
For us* and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic† and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
* This means: us human beings 
† or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal' 
 

In the house of God
v.1,3,4
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1.  Your love surrounds me like a tent around me

On a dark and stormy night.

Tho’ fear is creeping as the darkness deepens,

I will stay beside this light.

I will live with you for ever,

I will live inside your shelter.

I will live with you for ever

In the house of God.

3.  You left your father, O, my baby brother,

For the manger and the cross.

Your death is life for me, you killed my enemy,

O, death has fin’lly lost.

I will live ....
4.  The broken people, and the poor and feeble

Find a place of shelter here.

There’s room for more to come and join the Father’s Son,

His love will take your fear.

I will live ....
SERMON

 As the deer pants
 AT206
 CAL293
Psalm 42 
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1.  As the deer pants for the water,

so my soul longs after you.

You alone are my heart’s desire, 

and I long to worship you. 

You alone are my strength and shield,

 to you alone may my spirit yield. 

You alone are my heart’s desire,

 and I long to worship you. 
2.  I want you more than gold or silver, only you can satisfy. 
You alone are the real joy-giver and the apple of my eye. 
You alone ….

3.  You’re my friend and you are my brother even though you are a King. 
I love you more than any other, so much more than anything. 

You alone ….

 

♫ OFFERTORY SONG : CREATE IN ME

♫ C: Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.
 

OFFERING PRAYER

C: Lord, you have given so much to us. 

Help us to show in our deeds the faith you have planted within us. Make us ready to serve you and other people with all that we are and all that we have .
Amen.

 

 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Call to prayer 
M: When God gave us the gift of his Holy Spirit in the living waters of baptism, he called us to pray to him as our Father. Let us pray to him in the name of Jesus for the church, the world, and those in need.

Response
M: Lord, in your mercy,

C: give us the water of life.
Concluding prayer
M: Father, you give your Spirit to those who ask you. Pour out your Spirit on us to refresh us and bring us to life in you. 

We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

LITURGY OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

PREFACE

M: The Lord be with you.

♫C: And also with you.
M : Lift up your hearts.

♫ C: We lift them to the Lord.
M : Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

♫ C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
M: It is indeed right and good, Lord God, holy Father, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

He has taken on himself our sin, 
so that we might die to sin 
and live to righteousness.

And so, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we adore and praise your glorious name: 

♫ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

C: ♫Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

M: All praise and thanks be to you, eternal God, holy Father, together with your only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, who unites your people in love. 

We thank you for creating all things. We thank you for calling and rescuing your chosen people. 

Above all we thank and praise you for keeping your promise to the people of old, and sending your Son Jesus Christ, whose life, death, and resurrection for our salvation we remember as he comes to us in this holy meal.

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, 

and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, and said, 

Take and eat; this is † my body, which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, after the supper, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, Drink of it, all of you; this is † my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

♫  C: Christ has died.

Christ is risen.



Christ will come again.
M: Send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen our faith so that we who receive the body and blood of Christ may live as true members of the body of your Son.

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
M: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

C: Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER

C:  Our Father in heaven,

Hallowed be your name,

Your kingdom come,

Your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

Now and forever.  

Amen

 

PEACE 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen. 
 

COMMUNION INVITATION

M: Every time we eat this bread and drink from this cup 

we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
M:  Come, everything is ready. 

 

♫ Lamb of God

C: ♫ Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, 


you take away the sin of the world;
grant us your peace.
 

DISTRIBUTION 

During the distribution the Minister or his assistant says: 

Take and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you.

Take and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

DISMISSAL 

M: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life eternal. Go in peace.†

C:  Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION 

C:  Lord, now you let your servant go in peace, your word has been fulfilled.

My own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight of every people:

A light to reveal you to the nations and the glory of your people Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

As it was in the beginning is now, and will be forever. Amen

 

POST-COMMUNION Prayer 

M:  Let us pray.

C: Lord God, our strength, 
the battle of good and evil rages within and around us. 

Through this holy meal, strengthen our faith in your Son, 

and when we fall, raise and restore us. 

We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

Amen.

 

CONCLUSION

BLESSING 

M: Christ our crucified Saviour draw you to himself, 

so that you may find in him the assurance of sins forgiven 

and the gift of eternal life 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favour,† and give you peace.  

C: Amen
 

DISMISSAL 

M: Go in peace. Christ has reconciled us to God and will save us.

C:  In the name of Christ. Amen.  
 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 

LH 347 
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1. Guide me, O our great Jehovah,

Pilgrim through this barren land.

I am weak, but You are mighty;

Hold me with Your powerful hand:

Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven

Feed me now and evermore.

Feed me now and evermore.

2 .Open now the crystal fountain

From which healing  waters flow.

Let the fire and cloudy pillar

Lead me all my journey through:

Strong deliverer, Strong deliverer,

O be still my strength and shield.

O be still my strength and shield.

 

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan,

Bid my anxious fears subside;

Death of death, and hell’s destruction,

Land me safe on Canaan’s side:

Songs of praises Songs of praises

I will ever give to You.

I will ever give to You
 

