second Sunday of Easter 

 

1st May 2011
 

LAY READING SERVICE 

Service of the word

This order was originally prepared by the Department of Liturgics and released in 1991 in a booklet by the Board for Congregational Life for use in the Lutheran Church of Australia. 
 

OPENING RESPONSES

L: I will sing to the Lord,

C: because he has won a glorious victory.

L: The Lord is my strong defender;

C: he is the one who has saved me.

L: His right hand is awesome in power;

C: it breaks the enemy in pieces.

L: Faithful to his promise, he led the people he had rescued;

C: by his strength he guided them to his sacred land.

L: He brings them in and plants them on his mountain,

C: the place that he has chosen for his home,

L: the temple that he himself has built.

C: The Lord will be king forever and ever.

[Exod 15:1,2,6,13,17,18]

 

He is risen, He is risen

LH95


CAL 293
‘Cecil Frances Alexander 1818-95, alt.

 

1.  He is risen, he is risen!

Tell it with a joyful voice:

he has burst his three days' prison,

let the whole wide world rejoice.

Death is conquered, we are free,

Christ has won the victory.

 

2.  Come with high and holy gladness,

sing our Lord's triumphant song:

not one touch of twilight sadness

dims his resurrection morn;

brightly dawns the radiant east,

brighter far our Easter feast.

 

3.  He is risen, he is risen!

He has opened heaven's gate:

we are free from sin's dark prison,

risen to a holier state;

soon a brighter Easter beam

on our longing eyes shall stream.

 CONFESSION and absolution 

L: Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

C: We confess to you, almighty God, before the whole company of heaven, and to each other, that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed by our own fault. 

Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

L:  The almighty and merciful Lord grants us pardon; and forgives us all our sins. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
L:  As God’s people through our baptism into Christ, let us confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God,  the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son,  our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic* church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen 
*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal' 

OLD TESTAMENT CANTICLE         Isaiah 12:1–6

L: I will thank you, Lord.

C: Although you were angry with me,

L: your anger has turned away

C: and you have comforted me.

L: Surely God is my salvation;

C: I will trust him and not be afraid.

L: The Lord God is my strength and my song;

C: he has become my salvation.

L: With joy you will draw water

C: from the wells of salvation.

L: Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name;

C: make known among the nations what he has done, and proclaim that his name is exalted.

L: Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things;

C: let this be known to all the world.

L: Shout and sing for joy, people of Zion,

C: for Israel’s holy God is great, and he lives among you.

L: Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

C: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

L: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray for faith in our risen Lord. 

C: Merciful God, 
your Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life, 
who gives hope and joy to those who doubt. 
Give to us who do not see you 
faith and life and blessing, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

 

FIRST READING 

Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

(CEV) 

Peter gives witness that God raised Jesus

R:  The first reading for the second Sunday of Easter is written in Chapter two of Acts beginning at verse fourteen.  

14Peter stood with the eleven apostles and spoke in a loud and clear voice to the crowd: 

22Now, listen to what I have to say about Jesus from Nazareth. 

God proved that he sent Jesus to you by having him work miracles, wonders, and signs. All of you know this.

23God had already planned and decided that Jesus would be handed over to you. So you took him and had evil men put him to death on a cross. 24But God set him free from death and raised him to life. Death could not hold him in its power.  

25What David said are really the words of Jesus, "I always see the Lord near me, and I will not be afraid with him at my right side. 26Because of this, my heart will be glad, my words will be joyful, and I will live in hope 27The Lord won't leave me in the grave.  I am his holy one, and he won't let my body decay. 28He has shown me the path to life, and he makes me glad by being near me."  

29My friends, it is right for me to speak to you about our ancestor David. He died and was buried, and his tomb is still here.  

30But David was a prophet, and he knew that God had made a promise he would not break. He had told David that someone from his own family would someday be king. 31David knew this would happen, and so he told us that Christ would be raised to life. He said that God would not leave him in the grave or let his body decay. 32All of us can tell you that God has raised Jesus to life!

This is the Word of the Lord.

C:  Thanks be to God
 

Psalm 16

CEV

R:  The Psalm is Psalm sixteen. 

1Protect me, LORD God! 

I run to you for safety,  

C: 2and I have said, 

"Only you are my LORD!  

Every good thing I have is a gift from you." 

R:  3Your people are wonderful, and they make me happy,  

C: 4but worshipers of other gods will have much sorrow.  

I refuse to offer sacrifices of blood to those gods or worship in their name.  

R: 5You, LORD, are all I want!  

You are my choice, and you keep me safe.   

C:  6You make my life pleasant, and my future is bright.  

R: 7I praise you, LORD, for being my guide.  

Even in the darkest night, your teachings fill my mind. 

C: 8I will always look to you,  as you stand beside me and protect me from fear.  

R:  9With all my heart, I will celebrate, and I can safely rest. 

C: 10I am your chosen one.  You won't leave me in the grave or let my body decay. 

R: 11You have shown me the path to life, and you make me glad by being near to me.  

Sitting at your right side, I will always be joyful. 

C:  Glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit;

As it was in the beginning is now and will be for ever.    Amen.  

  

SECOND  READING

1 Peter 1:3-9 

CEV

New birth through the resurrection of Christ

R:  The second reading is written in Chapter one of First Peter beginning at verse three.  

3Praise God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

God is so good, and by raising Jesus from death, he has given us new life and a hope that lives on. 4God has something stored up for you in heaven, where it will never decay or be ruined or disappear.  

5You have faith in God, whose power will protect you until the last day.  Then he will save you, just as he has always planned to do  6On that day you will be glad, even if you have to go through many hard trials for a while.  7Your faith will be like gold that has been tested in a fire. And these trials will prove that your faith is worth much more than gold that can be destroyed. They will show that you will be given praise and honour and glory when Jesus Christ returns.  

8You have never seen Jesus, and you don't see him now. But still you love him and have faith in him, and no words can tell how glad and happy 9you are to be saved. That's why you have faith.

This is the Word of the Lord.

C:  Thanks be to God.

 

GOSPEL 

John 20:19-31 

CEV 

Thomas sees the risen Christ and believes

L:  The Holy Gospel is written in Chapter twenty of the Gospel according to St John beginning at verse nineteen.

C: Glory to you, O Lord, raised to live forever. 

L: 19The disciples were afraid of the Jewish leaders, and on the evening of that same Sunday they locked themselves in a room. 

Suddenly, Jesus appeared in the middle of the group. He greeted them 20and showed them his hands and his side. When the disciples saw the Lord, they became very happy.  

21After Jesus had greeted them again, he said, "I am sending you, just as the Father has sent me." 

22Then he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  23If you forgive anyone's sins, they will be forgiven. But if you don't forgive their sins, they will not be forgiven."

24Although Thomas the Twin was one of the twelve disciples, he wasn't with the others when Jesus appeared to them. 25So they told him, "We have seen the Lord!"  But Thomas said, "First, I must see the nail scars in his hands and touch them with my finger. I must put my hand where the spear went into his side. I won't believe unless I do this!"  

26A week later the disciples were together again. This time, Thomas was with them. Jesus came in while the doors were still locked and stood in the middle of the group. He greeted his disciples 27and said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and look at my hands! Put your hand into my side. Stop doubting and have faith!"

28Thomas replied, "You are my Lord and my God!"  

29Jesus said, "Thomas, do you have faith because you have seen me? The people who have faith in me without seeing me are the ones who are really blessed!" 

30Jesus worked many other miracles for his disciples, and not all of them are written in this book. 

31But these are written so that you will put your faith in Jesus as the Messiah and the Son of God. If you have faith in him, you will have true life.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:  Praise to you, O Christ, raised to live forever .

L: Lord Jesus, thank you for letting Thomas doubt, and for showing yourself after your resurrection. 
Strengthen our faith in you as the living Son of God. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Jesus Christ is risen today

LH 88


CAL 293

‘Lyra Davidica’, 1708

and John Arnold’s ‘Compleat Psalmodist’, 1749

Revised, Tate and Brady’s ‘Supplement’, 1816

 

 

1.  Jesus Christ is risen today,  Alleluia!

Our triumphant holy day,  Alleluia!

Who did once, upon the cross,  Alleluia!

Suffer to redeem our loss.  Alleluia!

 

2.  Hymns of praise then let us sing   Alleluia!

Unto Christ, our heavenly king   Alleluia!

Who endured the cross and grave,  Alleluia!

Sinners to redeem and save.  Alleluia!

 

3.  But the pains which He endured  Alleluia!

Our salvation have procured;  Alleluia!

Now above the sky He’s king,  Alleluia!

Where the angels ever sing.  Alleluia!

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

Crown Him with many crowns v.1,3,4

LH113


CAL 293

Sts. 1, 3: Matthew Bridges (1800-1894) 

Sts. 2, 4, 5: Godfrey Thring (1823-1903)

 

1. Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon His throne.
Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing of Him who died for thee,
And hail Him as your matchless King through all eternity.

 

3. Crown Him the Lord of love, behold His hands and side,
Those wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified.
All hail, Redeemer, hail! For You have died for me;

Your praise shall never, never fail throughout eternity

 

4. Crown Him the Lord of life, who triumphed over the grave,
And rose victorious in the strife for those He came to save.
His glories now we sing, who died, and rose on high,
Who died eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.

 

OFFERING PRAYER

L: Living God, let the resurrection of your Son transform our lives. 
Make us bold in serving you and bringing your good news to other people. 

C: Amen.

 

Prayer of the church 
Call to prayer

L: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

Therefore let us come to him in the name of Jesus, to pray for all we need.

response 

L: God and Lord,

C: fill us with your Spirit of life.
Concluding prayer

L: God of life, show us the risen Lord through your life-giving Spirit, so that we may be filled with faith to do the work you have given us to do. We ask this in the name of your Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

L:  Finally, let us pray for all those things which our Lord would have us ask, saying: 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.
Amen. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT CANTICLE

L: Let us give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!

C: For in our union with Christ he has blessed us by giving us every spiritual blessing in the heavenly world.

L: Even before the world was made, God had already chosen us to be his through our union with Christ,

C: so that we would be holy and without fault before him.

L: Because of his love God had already decided that through Jesus Christ he would make us his children — this was his pleasure and purpose.

C: Let us praise God for his glorious grace, for the free gift he gave us in his dear Son!

L: For by the blood of Christ we are set free, that is, our sins are forgiven.

C: How great is the grace of God, which he gave to us in such large measure!

L: In all his wisdom and insight God did what he had purposed, and made known to us the secret plan he had already decided to complete by means of Christ.

C: This plan, which God will complete when the time is right, is to bring all creation together, everything in heaven and on earth, with Christ as head.

(Eph 1:3–10) 

.  

BLESSING 
L: The God of peace, who raised from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
provide us with every good thing we need in order to do his will; . 

The blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always. 

C: Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. The Lord is risen indeed.
C:  In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 

 

Yours is the glory

LHS 770

A toi la glorie, O Ressuscite

Edmond Louis Budry 1854-1932

Tr. Richard Birch Hoyle 1875-1939, alt.

1.  Yours is the glory, risen, conquering Son,

endless is the victory over death you won;

angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,

kept the folded grave-clothes where your body lay:

Yours is the glory, risen, conquering Son,

endless is the victory over death you won.

 

2.  See, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;

lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;

let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,

for her Lord is living, death has lost its sting:

Yours is the glory, risen, conquering Son,

endless is the victory over death you won.

 

3.  No more we doubt you, glorious Prince of life;

life is nought without you: aid us in our strife.

Make us more than conquerors through your deathless love;

bring us safe through Jordan to your home above:

Yours is the glory, risen, conquering Son,

endless is the victory over death you won.

 

















