Sunday 11th  September 2011 
13th Sunday after Pentecost
 

The Service – Alternative Form
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SENTENCE 
M:  If we live, we live to the Lord, 

C:   and if we die, we die to the Lord; 
M:  so then, whether we live or whether we die, 

C:   we are the Lord's.  
(Rom 14:7,8 NRSV) 

PREPARATION 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
 opening hymn 

We Sing: 
As we step from the edge of morning,
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1. As we step from the edge of morning,

feet can’t tell where to take us;

here’s a light that will shine for ever,

here’s the light that will guide us:

Jesus, please watch over us;

Jesus, please take care of us.

 

2. Trouble comes, and we search for safety, 

we forget that you hold us;

fill our minds so that we remember, 

say once more that you love us:

Jesus, please ...

 

3. Danger meets us at every moment, 

death is never in hiding;

you are stronger than any danger,

you are stronger than dying:

Jesus, please ...

 

4. In your life is the Father’s welcome,

in your death there is freedom;

be our life and our death for ever,

be our new resurrection:

Jesus, please ...

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

M: Friends in Christ, 
Let us confess our sins to God our Father and ask him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: We confess that we are born in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in  thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have failed to do. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and we have not loved our neighbour as ourselves. 

We deserve your eternal punishment. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

M: I ask each of you in the presence of God who searches the heart:

Do you confess that you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?

C: I do.

M: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire forgiveness in his name?

C: I do.

M: Do you intend with the help of the Holy Spirit to live as in God's presence, and to strive daily to lead a holy life, even as Christ has made you holy?

C: I do.

M: As a called and ordained servant of the word, I announce the grace of God to all of you. On behalf of my Lord Jesus Christ,  and by his command, I forgive the sins of all of you who repent and believe, in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.

Peace be with you.

C: Amen.

M: In peace let us pray to the Lord

C: ♫ Lord, have me-r-cy. 
M: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C: ♫ L-o-rd, have me-r-cy. 
M: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C: ♫ L-o-r-d, ha-ve  mer-cy. 

M: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

C: ♫ L-o-rd, have me-r-cy. 
M: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: ♫ A-a-a---a-a--men. 
 

HYMN OF ADORATION: 

THIS IS THE FEAST 

C: ♫ This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honour, blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:

Blessing, honour, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
Liturgy of the ( WORD (
GREETING 
M: The Lord be with you

C: ♫ A-nd also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M:  Let us pray that we forgive one another. 

C: Thank you, God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you have had mercy on us and have forgiven us through your Son. 
Make us more like him, so that we too forgive one another from the heart..... 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns  with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

FIRST READING

Exodus 14:19-31
The crossing of the Red Sea
R:  The first reading for 13th Sunday after Pentecost is written in Chapter 14 of Exodus beginning at verse 19. 

19All this time God's angel had gone ahead of Israel's army, but now he moved behind them. A large cloud had also gone ahead of them,  20but now it moved between the Egyptians and the Israelites. The cloud gave light to the Israelites, but made it dark for the Egyptians, and during the night they could not come any closer. 

21Moses stretched his arm over the sea, and the LORD sent a strong east wind that blew all night until there was dry land where the water had been. The sea opened up,   22and the Israelites walked through on dry land with a wall of water on each side. 

 23The Egyptian chariots and cavalry went after them. 
24But before daylight the LORD looked down at the Egyptian army from the fiery cloud and made them panic.  25Their chariot wheels got stuck, and it was hard for them to move. So the Egyptians said to one another, "Let's leave these people alone! The LORD is on their side and is fighting against us." 
26The LORD told Moses, "Stretch your arm toward the sea the water will cover the Egyptians and their cavalry and chariots."  27Moses stretched out his arm, and at daybreak the water rushed toward the Egyptians. They tried to run away, but the LORD drowned them in the sea. 
28The water came and covered the chariots, the cavalry, and the whole Egyptian army that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them was left alive.  29But the sea had made a wall of water on each side of the Israelites; so they walked through on dry land. 
30On that day, when the Israelites saw the bodies of the Egyptians washed up on the shore, they knew that the LORD had saved them.  31Because of the mighty power he had used against the Egyptians, the Israelites worshiped him and trusted him and his servant Moses.  

This is the Word of the Lord 

C:  Thanks be to God 

Psalm 105: 1-6, 23-26, 45c
R: The Psalm is 105. 

R:  1God brought his people out of Egypt, that land with a strange language. 

C:  2He made Judah his holy place and ruled over Israel. 

R:   3When the sea looked at God, it ran away, and the Jordan River flowed upstream. 

C:  4The mountains and the hills skipped around like goats. 

R:   5Ask the sea why it ran away or ask the Jordan why it flowed upstream. 

C:  6Ask the mountains and the hills why they skipped like goats! 

R:   7Earth, you will tremble, when the LORD God of Jacob comes near,

C:   8because he turns solid rock into flowing streams and pools of water.
C:  Glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

As it was in the beginning is now and will be for ever.     Amen.  
SECOND  READING
Romans 14:1-12
The strong and the weak in faith
R:  The second reading is written in Chapter 14 of Romans beginning at verse one.

Welcome all the LORD'S followers, even those whose faith is weak. Don't criticize them for having beliefs that are different from yours.  2Some think it is all right to eat anything, while those whose faith is weak will eat only vegetables.

  3But you should not criticize others for eating or for not eating. After all, God welcomes everyone.  4What right do you have to criticize someone else's servants? Only their Lord can decide if they are doing right, and the Lord will make sure that they do right. 

5Some of the LORD'S followers think one day is more important than another. Others think all days are the same. But each of you should make up your own mind. 6Any followers who count one day more important than another day do it to honour their Lord. 

And any followers who eat meat give thanks to God, just like the ones who don't eat meat. 

 7Whether we live or die, it must be for God, rather than for ourselves.  8Whether we live or die, it must be for the Lord. 

Alive or dead, we still belong to the Lord.  9This is because Christ died and rose to life, so that he would be the Lord of the dead and of the living. 10Why do you criticize other followers of the Lord? 

Why do you look down on them? The day is coming when God will judge all of us.  11In the Scriptures God says, 

"I swear by my very life that everyone will kneel down and praise my name!" 12And so, each of us must give an account to God for what we do.

This is the Word of the Lord

C:  Thanks be to God 

gospel

Matthew 18:21-35
Parable of the unforgiving servant
M:  The Holy Gospel is written in Chapter 18 of the Gospel according to St Matthew beginning at  verse 21. 
C:  Glory to You O Lord 

21Peter came up to the Lord and asked, "How many times should I forgive someone who does something wrong to me? Is seven times enough?" 22Jesus answered: 

Not just seven times, but seventy-seven times!   23This story will show you what the kingdom of heaven is like. 

One day a king decided to call in his officials and ask them to give an account of what they owed him.  24As he was doing this, one official was brought in who owed him fifty million silver coins.  25But he didn't have any money to pay what he owed. 

The king ordered him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all he owned, in order to pay the debt. 

 26The official got down on his knees and began begging, "Have pity on me, and I will pay you every cent I owe!"  27The king felt sorry for him and let him go free. He even told the official that he did not have to pay back the money.

28As the official was leaving, he happened to meet another official, who owed him a hundred silver coins. So he grabbed the man by the throat. He started choking him and said, "Pay me what you owe!"

29The man got down on his knees and began begging, "Have pity on me, and I will pay you back."  30But the first official refused to have pity. Instead, he went and had the other official put in jail until he could pay what he owed.    

31When some other officials found out what had happened, they felt sorry for the man who had been put in jail. Then they told the king what had happened.  32The king called the first official back in and said, "You're an evil man!   

When you begged for mercy, I said you did not have to pay back a cent.  33Don't you think you should show pity to someone else, as I did to you?"  34The king was so angry that he ordered the official to be tortured until he could pay back everything he owed.  

35That is how my Father in heaven will treat you, if you don't forgive each of my followers with all your heart.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:  Praise to You O Christ 

Prayer  after the gospel

Thank you, Lord Jesus, 
that God forgives us for your sake. 
Help us to forgive one another. 
C:Amen. 

NICENE CREED 

C:  We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. 
For us* and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic† and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
* This means: us human beings 
† or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal' 
 
hymn 

We sing:
Jesus lives, your terrors now v.1,2,5
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1. Jesus lives! Your terrors now

Can, O death, no more appal us;

Jesus lives! By this we know

Now the grave cannot enthral us.

Hallelujah!

 

2. Jesus lives! For us he died;

Then may we, for Jesus living,

Pure in heart, in him abide,

Glory to our Saviour giving.

Hallelujah!

 

5. Jesus lives! To him the throne

Over all the world is given;

May we go where he is gone,

Rest and reign with him in heaven.

Hallelujah!

 
Sermon

Hymn
We sing as our free will offering is received. 
FREELY, FREELY

AT 31
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1.  God forgave my sin in Jesus’ name, 
I’ve been born again in Jesus’ name, 
And in Jesus’ name I come to you to share 
His love as he told me to. 
He said.... 

“Freely, freely, you have received, Freely, freely give. 
Go in my name and because you believe, Others will know that I live”. 

 
2.  All power is given in Jesus’ name, 
In earth and heaven in Jesus’ name, 
And in Jesus’ name I come to you to share 
His power as he told me to. 
He said...... 
“Freely, freely, you have received, Freely, freely give. 
Go in my name and because you believe, Others will know that I live”.                     
Offering Prayer

C:  Thank you, Lord, for your great mercy in continuing to forgive us. 
Help us likewise to show mercy to our brothers and sisters and forgive them when they wrong us....
Strengthen our faith and our love, 
and lead us to live in gratitude for all you have done for us, 
serving you and other people. 
Amen. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Call to prayer:
M:  God our Father has compassion on us. Let us pray that his mercy may flow through his church and into the whole of his creation. 

Response

Lord, in your compassion,

C:  hear our prayer. 

Concluding prayer
Lord, you have compassion on us as a father has compassion on his children. Hear our prayer, and satisfy our needs, and the needs of all for whom we pray. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Liturgy  of the lord’s  supper

Preface

M: The Lord be with you.

C: ♫ A-nd also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.

C: ♫ W-e lift them t-o the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: ♫ It is right to give our tha- - nks and praise. 
M: It is indeed right and good, Lord God, holy Father, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

On this day he overcame death by his resurrection and opened up for us the way to eternal life with you. 

And so, with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven, we adore and praise your glorious name: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
C: ♫ Holy, holy, ho-ly Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Ho-sanna. Ho-sanna. Ho-sanna in the hi-ghest.
Blessed is he who- comes in the 
name of the Lord.
Hosanna- in the highest. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: All praise and thanks be to you, eternal God, holy Father, together with your only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, who unites your people in love. 
We thank you for creating all things. 

We thank you for calling and rescuing your chosen people. 

Above all we thank and praise you for keeping your promise to the people of old 
and sending your Son Jesus Christ. 
You poured out your Spirit on us, filling us with gifts and leading us into all truth. 
You give your people power to proclaim the good news about your Son to all nations. 

And so we remember his life, death, and resurrection for our salvation as he comes to us in this holy meal. 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, and said: Take and eat; this is † my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, after the supper, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, Drink of it, all of you; this is † my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

C: 
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again. 
M: Send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen our faith so that we who receive the body and blood of Christ may live as true members of the body of your Son.

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
M: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest, until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

C: ♫  Through him, with him, i-n him,
in the unity of the Holy- Spirit,
a-ll honour and glory are yours, 

Almighty- Father,
now and forever. Amen.
 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom,  the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen. 
 

COMMUNION INVITATION

M: Jesus says: 'Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 

and let the one who believes in me drink.' 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
M:  Come, everything is ready. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

C: ♫ Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  grant us peace. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

During the distribution the Minister or his assistant says: 

Take and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you.

Take and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
M: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life eternal. Go in peace.†

C:  Amen. 
 

 

POST-COMMUNION SONG: 
THANK THE LORD 

C: ♫  Thank the Lord a-nd sing his praise; 
tell everyone what he has done.
Let all who seek the- Lord 
rejoice a-nd proudly bear his name.
He recalls his promi-ses 
and leads his people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. 
Alleluia. Allelu-ia. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
M: Let us pray.

C:  Loving heavenly Father, it is by your mercy that we are redeemed. 
Through the gift of the body and blood of your Son in this sacrament, help us always to remember that you have forgiven and accepted us only because of Christ,......
and not because of ourselves or anything that we have done.
We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord  make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favour, † and give you peace.  
C: ♫  A-a-men.
dismissal
M:  Go in peace, forgiving one another as the Lord has forgiven you.

C:  In the name of Christ.   Amen. 

We Sing our closing hymn: 
Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
LH 397 
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1. Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
over life's tempestuous sea;

guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,

for to you alone we flee;

yet possessing every blessing

if our God our Father be.

 

2. Saviour, pardon and restore us;

all our weaknesses you know;

you have walked this earth before us,

you have felt its keenest woe;

lone and dreary, faint and weary,

through the desert you did go.

 

3. Spirit of our God, descending,

in our hearts your joy increase,

love, all other love transcending,

pleasure that will never cease;

thus provided, pardoned, guided,

nothing can destroy our peace.

 
