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Opening sentence

M: Jesus said: 'Where two or three are gathered in my name, 

C: I am there among them.'  

(Matt 18:20 NRSV)

 

 

PREPARATION

M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen
 

There is a Redeemer
AT 349


CAL 293

Melody Green 1982

 

There is a redeemer,

Jesus God’s own Son,

precious Lamb of God,

Messiah, Holy one.

Thank you, O our Father,

for giving us your Son,

and leaving your Spirit

till your work on earth is done.

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

M: Friends in Christ, 
Jesus said: 'Truly I tell you, 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.'
Let us confess our sins to God our Father and ask him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: We confess that we are born in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in  thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have failed to do. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and we have not loved our neighbour as ourselves. 

We deserve your eternal punishment. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

M: I ask each of you in the presence of God who searches the heart:

Do you confess that you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?

C: I do.

M: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire forgiveness in his name?

C: I do.

M: Do you intend with the help of the Holy Spirit to live as in God's presence, and to strive daily to lead a holy life, even as Christ has made you holy?

C: I do.

M: As a called and ordained servant of the word, I announce the grace of God to all of you. On behalf of my Lord Jesus Christ,  and by his command, I forgive the sins of all of you who repent and believe, in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.

Peace be with you.

C: Amen.

M: In peace let us pray to the Lord

C: ♫ Lord, have me-r-cy. 

M: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C: ♫ L-o-rd, have me-r-cy. 
M: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C: ♫ L-o-r-d, ha-ve  mer-cy. 
M: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

C: ♫ L-o-rd, have me-r-cy. 

M: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: ♫ A-a-a---a-a--men. 

 

HYMN OF ADORATION: 

THIS IS THE FEAST 

C: ♫ This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honour, blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:

Blessing, honour, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Liturgy of the † WORD †
GREETING 

M: The Lord be with you

C: ♫ A-nd also with you. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray for harmony in the church. 

C: Thank you, heavenly Father, 
that through your Son 
you have reconciled us to yourself and to one another. 
Teach us to follow his example by living at peace with each other. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.
 

Exodus 12:1-14 

The Lord institutes the Passover
CEV

R:  The first reading for the 12th Sunday after Pentecost is written in Chapter 12 of Exodus beginning at verse One.  

Some time later the LORD said to Moses and Aaron:  2This month is to be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the people of Israel that on the tenth day of this month the head of each family must choose a lamb or a young goat for his family to eat. 4-5If any family is too small to eat the whole animal, they must share it with their next-door neighbours. Choose either a sheep or a goat, but it must be a one-year-old male that has nothing wrong with it. And it must be large enough for everyone to have some of the meat. 

 6Each family must take care of its animal until the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, when the animals are to be killed. 7Some of the blood must be put on the two doorposts and above the door of each house where the animals are to be eaten. 

8That night the animals are to be roasted and eaten, together with bitter herbs and thin bread made without yeast.  9Don't eat the meat raw or boiled. The entire animal, including its head, legs, and insides, must be roasted. 10Eat what you want that night, and the next morning burn whatever is left. 

11When you eat the meal, be dressed and ready to travel. Have your sandals on, carry your walking stick in your hand, and eat quickly. 

This is the Passover Festival in homage of me, your LORD. 

 12That same night I will pass through Egypt and kill the first-born son in every family and the first-born male of all animals. I am the LORD, and I will punish the gods of Egypt. 13The blood on the houses will show me where you live, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. Then you won't be bothered by the terrible disasters I will bring on Egypt 14Remember this day and celebrate it each year as a festival in my honour.

This is the Word of the Lord.

C:  Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 149

CEV

R:  The Psalm is Psalm 149.

1Shout praises to the LORD! 

Sing him a new song of praise when his loyal people meet.   

C: 2People of Israel, rejoice because of your Creator. 

People of Zion, celebrate because of your King. 

R:  3Praise his name by dancing and playing music on harps and tambourines. 

C:  4The LORD is pleased with his people, and he gives victory to those who are humble. 

R: 5All of you faithful people, praise our glorious LORD!  

Celebrate and worship.

C:   6Praise God with songs on your lips and a sword in your hand. 

R:  7Take revenge and punish the nations. 

C:  8Put chains of iron on their kings and rulers. 

R: 9Punish them as they deserve; this is the privilege of God's faithful people. 

Shout praises to the LORD  

C:  Glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

As it was in the beginning is now and will be for ever.    Amen.  

 

Romans 13:8-14 

The debt of love

 CEV

R:  The second reading is written in Chapter 13 of Romans beginning at verse 8. 

8Let love be your only debt! If you love others, you have done all that the Law demands. 9In the Law there are many commands, such as, "Be faithful in marriage. Do not murder. Do not steal. Do not want what belongs to others." But all of these are summed up in the command that says, "Love others as much as you love yourself." 10No one who loves others will harm them. So love is all that the Law demands. 

 11You know what sort of times we live in, and so you should live properly. It is time to wake up. You know that the day when we will be saved is nearer now than when we first put our faith in the Lord. 12Night is almost over, and day will soon appear. We must stop behaving as people do in the dark and be ready to live in the light. 13So behave properly, as people do in the day. Don't go to wild parties or get drunk or be vulgar or indecent. Don't quarrel or be jealous. 14Let the Lord Jesus Christ be as near to you as the clothes you wear. Then you won't try to satisfy your selfish desires.

This is the Word of the Lord

C:  Thanks be to God

 

C: ♫ Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Matthew 18:15-20 

Steps towards reconciliation
CEV  

M: The Holy Gospel is written in Chapter 18 of the Gospel according to St Matthew beginning at verse 15. 

C: ♫ Glory to you, O Lord. 

M: 15If one of my followers sins against you, go and point out what was wrong. But do it in private, just between the two of you. If that person listens, you have won back a follower.  16But if that one refuses to listen, take along one or two others. The Scriptures teach that every complaint must be proven true by two or more witnesses. 17If the follower refuses to listen to them, report the matter to the church. Anyone who refuses to listen to the church must be treated like an unbeliever or a tax collector. 

 18I promise you that God in heaven will allow whatever you allow on earth, but he will not allow anything you don't allow. 19I promise that when any two of you on earth agree about something you are praying for, my Father in heaven will do it for you. 20Whenever two or three of you come together in my name, I am there with you.

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

C: ♫ Praise to you, O Christ.
M: Thank you, Lord Jesus, that we can come to the Father in your name. 
Help us to be in harmony among ourselves. 

C: Amen.

 

 

 

 

 NICENE CREED 

C:  We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. 
For us* and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic† and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
* This means: us human beings 
† or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal' 
 
 

Speak forth Your Word, O Father, v.1,2,4

LH269

CAL 293

Charles Jefferies, 1964

 

1 Speak forth Your Word, O Father,

Men’s hungry minds to feed:

The people starve and perish,

Unconscious of their need;

For so, Lord, You have made us

That not alone by bread,

But by Your Word of comfort

Our hunger must be fed.

 

2 The secrets of the atom,

The universe of light,

All wonders of creation

Proclaim Your boundless might:

But only through the witness

From man to man passed on

Do You reveal in fullness

The gospel of Your Son.

 

4 Take us, then, Lord, and use us

Your messengers to be:

Our prayers, our gifts, our service

We offer here to You,

That every man and nation

May learn what we have heard,

And all the minds of millions

Shall feed upon Your Word. 

 

SERMON 

 

The law of God is good and wise  v.1,3,4,6
LH 270


CAL 293
Matthias Loy (1828-1915)

Revised, Hymnal Compilers

 1.  The law of God is good and wise,
And sets His will before our eyes,

Shows us the way of righteousness,

And dooms to death when we transgress.

 

3.  To those who help in Christ have found

And would in works of love abound,

It shows what deeds are His delight

And should be done as good and right.

 

4.  When men the offered help disdain

And wilfully in sin remain,

Its terror in their ear resounds

And keeps their wickedness in bounds.

 

6.  We flee for refuge, Lord, to Thee

Who from the curse hast set us free,

And humbly worship at Thy throne,

Saved by Thy grace through faith alone.

 

OFFERTORY SONG: 
LET THE VINEYARDS 

C: ♫ Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all: unite them with the prayers we offer now.

Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER

C: Thank you, Lord, for having mercy on us and accepting us as your people. 
Help us to be more and more like you, and work harmoniously with one another. 
Teach us to show love to each other, 
and to all people as they have needs. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Call to prayer

M: Our Lord has promised us, 'Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them'. Since our Lord Jesus Christ is present with us, let us pray to our Father with confidence.

response 
M: Gracious Father,

C: hear our prayer.

Concluding prayer

M: Heavenly Father, even in the divisions of this world you make your church unified in Christ. Keep us bound together in love, and hear the prayer we have offered in Jesus' name. 

C: Amen.
 

 

 

LITURGY OF THE LORD'S SUPPER 

PREFACE 

M: The Lord be with you.

C: ♫ A-nd also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.

C: ♫ W-e lift them t-o the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: ♫ It is right to give our tha- - nks and praise. 
M: It is indeed right and good, Lord God, holy Father, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

On this day he overcame death by his resurrection and opened up for us the way to eternal life with you. 

And so, with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven, we adore and praise your glorious name: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

C: ♫ Holy, holy, ho-ly Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Ho-sanna. Ho-sanna. Ho-sanna in the hi-ghest.
Blessed is he who- comes in the 
name of the Lord.
Hosanna- in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: All praise and thanks be to you, eternal God, holy Father, together with your only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, who unites your people in love. 
We thank you for creating all things. 

We thank you for calling and rescuing your chosen people. 

Above all we thank and praise you for keeping your promise to the people of old 
and sending your Son Jesus Christ. 
You poured out your Spirit on us, filling us with gifts and leading us into all truth. 
You give your people power to proclaim the good news about your Son to all nations. 

And so we remember his life, death, and resurrection for our salvation as he comes to us in this holy meal. 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, and said: Take and eat; this is † my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, after the supper, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, Drink of it, all of you; this is † my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

C: 
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again. 
M: Send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen our faith so that we who receive the body and blood of Christ may live as true members of the body of your Son.

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
M: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest, until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

C: ♫  Through him, with him, i-n him,
in the unity of the Holy- Spirit,
a-ll honour and glory are yours, 

Almighty- Father,
now and forever. Amen.
 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom,  the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen. 
 

COMMUNION INVITATION

M: Jesus says: 'Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 

and let the one who believes in me drink.' 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
M:  Come, everything is ready. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

C: ♫ Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  grant us peace. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

During the distribution the Minister or his assistant says: 

Take and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you.

Take and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

M: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life eternal. Go in peace.†

C:  Amen. 
 

 

POST-COMMUNION SONG: 
THANK THE LORD 

C: ♫  Thank the Lord a-nd sing his praise; 
tell everyone what he has done.
Let all who seek the- Lord 
rejoice a-nd proudly bear his name.

He recalls his promi-ses 
and leads his people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. 
Alleluia. Allelu-ia. 
 

POST-COMMUNION Prayer 

M:  Let us pray.

C: Lord, through this holy meal of Jesus' body and blood, 
strengthen your church, so that we may walk warily in times of quiet and boldly in times of trouble. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

 

CONCLUSION
BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favour,† and give you peace.  

C: ♫  A-a-men.
 

DISMISSAL 

M: Go in peace to live in harmony with one another.

C:  In the name of Christ. Amen.  
 

A new commandment 

LH853
 CAL 293


Based on John 13:34

A new commandment I give  unto you,

that you love one another, as I have loved you,

that you love one another, as I have loved you;

by this shall all men know that you are my disciples,

if you have love one for another.

By this shall all men know that you are my disciples,

if you have love one for another.

 

 

