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ALL SAINTS

6th November, 2011
 

 

 

The Service – Simplified Spoken Form

This Service is a revision of the “Simplified form of the communion service” Released by the LCA Commission on Worship in 1989.

 

Opening sentence

M: God has made Christ the head over all things for the church,

C: which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  

(Eph 1:22b,23 NRSV)
 

PREPARATION

M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.

C:   Amen
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

M: Friends in Christ:

Let us confess our sins to God our Father and ask him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

C: We confess that we are born in bondage to sin 

And cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed,
By what we have done 

And by what we have failed to do.
We have not loved you with our whole heart, 

And we have not loved our neighbour as ourselves.
We deserve your eternal punishment.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
Have mercy on us and forgive us.
Amen
 

M: As a called and ordained servant of the word, I announce the grace of God to all of you. 

On behalf of my Lord Jesus Christ, and by his command, I forgive the sins of all of you who repent and believe, in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen
 

Baptismal Hymn

Dearest Jesus, we are here

LH 276



CAL293

Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier, deinem Worte

Benjamin Schmolck 1672-1737

Tr based on Catherine Winkworth 1827-78

1. Dearest Jesus, we are here

gladly your command obeying;

with this child we now draw near

in response to your own saying 

that to you he shall be given,

to be made an heir of heaven.

 

2. Your command is clear and plain,

and today we would obey it:

'You must all be born again,

born of water and the Spirit.

Only with this new beginning

can you come to see God's kingdom.'

 

4. Christ our Head, now make him yours;

Shepherd, take your lamb and feed him ;

Prince of Peace, give him your peace;

Way of life, to heaven lead him ;

Vine, protect this branch forever;

keep him joined to you, our Saviour.

 

Holy baptism  (Trinity)

SCRIPTURAL COMMAND

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ says: All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 
ADDRESS

M: The word of God teaches that we are born sinful and unclean, but God washes us clean in the waters of baptism, and we are born again as his children. Through baptism our heavenly Father forgives us our sins and unites us with our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we share in his death and resurrection. And the Holy Spirit renews us and gives us eternal life. 
 

ADMONITION

M: Parents and sponsors of Harrison: Since you have brought him to be baptised, you are responsible for him upbringing in the church. Remember him in your prayers. Bring him to the services in God's house and teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed and the Ten Commandments. Remind him of his baptism, set him a good example, and provide for his instruction in the faith.  

Do you intend to do this?   

S: Yes, I do. 
 

OPENING OF EARS AND MOUTH
M: The Lord made the deaf hear and the dumb speak. Therefore in His name I say: Be opened, so that you may hear and speak the word of God. 
SIGNING WITH THE CROSS

M: Harrison, receive the mark of the holy cross †, as a sign that Christ the crucified has redeemed you. 
 

PRAYER

M: Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, look with favour on Harrison. Set him free from the power of Satan, rescue him from the kingdom of darkness and death, and receive him into your kingdom of light and life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen. 
 

RECEPTION OF GOSPEL

M: Harrison, receive the good news of our Lord Jesus Christ who says: Let the children come to me, and do not stop them, because the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 
LORD’S PRAYER 

(We pray together) 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.
 

TRANSITIONAL BLESSING

M: The Lord watch over you, as you go out and as you come in, now and forever.

Amen. 
 

RENUNCIATION AND CONFESSION

M: Parents and Sponsors of Harrison: Answer on behalf of him as he renounces the devil and declares allegiance to the Triune God. 

Harrison Jon Black, do you reject the devil and everything he does, so that you will no longer be led by him? 

S: Yes, I do. 

M: Harrison, do you believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth?

S: Yes, I do. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried? He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

S: Yes, I do. 
M: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting?

S: Yes, I do. 
* or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal’ 
 

DESIRE FOR BAPTISM

M: Harrison, do you want to be baptised? 

S: Yes, I do. 
 

BAPTISM

M: Harrison John Black, I baptise you in the name of the Father †


and of the Son †

and of the Holy Spirit †.
Amen. 
 

LAYING ON OF HANDS

M:  God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you new birth by water and the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with his Spirit, so that you receive eternal life.

Amen. 
 

PRESENTATION OF CANDLE

M: You are the light of the world. Let your light shine to the glory of God the Father. 
P

PRAYER

M: Let us pray for Harrison.

Gracious Father, you grant forgiveness of sins and new life through baptism. Help Harrison to take up his cross daily and follow his Lord Jesus Christ, so that when his life on earth is over, he may enter the joy of heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen. 
 

 

 

RECEPTION

M: Members of Trinity congregation: Receive Harrison, whom God has given to us as our brother in Christ. Pray for him and be a good example to him. 

—————-

Liturgy of the word

GREETING

M: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Let us pray 

C: Almighty God, you bring your people together in one holy church, the body of our Lord. 
Lead us to follow your saints and to know the inexpressible joys that you have prepared for those who love you. 
We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

 

FIRST READING

Revelation 7:9-17 
CEV

Saints around the throne of God

R: The first Reading for All Saints Day is written in Chapter 7 of Revelation, beginning at Verse 9

9After this, I saw a large crowd with more people than could be counted. They were from every race, tribe, nation, and language, and they stood before the throne and before the Lamb. They wore white robes and held palm branches in their hands, 10as they shouted, 

"Our God, who sits upon the throne, has the power to save his people, and so does the Lamb."

11The angels who stood around the throne knelt in front of it with their faces to the ground. The elders and the four living creatures knelt there with them. Then they all worshiped God 12and said,

"Amen! Praise, glory, wisdom, thanks, honor, power, and strength belong to our God forever and ever! Amen!" 

13One of the elders asked me, "Do you know who these people are that are dressed in white robes? Do you know where they come from?"

14"Sir," I answered, "you must know."

Then he told me:

"These are the ones who have gone through the great suffering. They have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb and have made them white.15 And so they stand before the throne of God and worship him in his temple day and night.

The one who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them.

16They will never hunger or thirst again, and they won't be troubled by the sun or any scorching heat.

 17The Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd. He will lead them to streams of life-giving water, and God will wipe all tears from their eyes

This is the Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God

 

Psalm 34:1-10,22
CEV

The Psalm is PSALM 34

R:: 1I will always praise the LORD.  

C:2With all my heart, I will praise the LORD. 
Let all who are helpless, listen and be glad. 

R:3Honor the LORD with me! Celebrate his great name.

C: 4I asked the LORD for help, and he saved me from all my fears.   
R:5Keep your eyes on the LORD! 

You will shine like the sun and never blush with shame.   
C:6I was a nobody, but I prayed, and the LORD saved me from all my troubles.
R: 7If you honor the LORD, his angel will protect you. 

C: 8Discover for yourself that the LORD is kind. Come to him for protection, and you will be glad.

R: 9Honor the LORD! You are his special people. No one who honors the LORD will ever be in need.  
C: 10Young lions may go hungry or even starve, but if you trust the LORD, you will never miss out on anything good.
R:22The LORD saves the lives of his servants. Run to him for protection, and you won't be punished. 
C:  Glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit

As it was in the beginning is now and will be forever......

Amen

 

SECOND READING 

1 John 3:1-3 
 CEV
We are God's children

The Second Reading is written in Chapter 3 of First John, beginning at Verse 1

Think how much the Father loves us. He loves us so much that he lets us be called his children, as we truly are. 

But since the people of this world did not know who Christ is, they don't know who we are. 2My dear friends, we are already God's children, though what we will be hasn't yet been seen. But we do know that when Christ returns, we will be like him, because we will see him as he truly is. 

3This hope makes us keep ourselves holy, just as Christ is holy. 

This is the Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God

 

GOSPEL

Matthew 5:1-12 

CEV
The beatitudes

M:  The Holy Gospel is written in chapter five of the Gospel according to St Matthew beginning at verse twelve.

C:  Glory to You O Lord

M: When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on the side of a mountain and sat down. 

Jesus' disciples gathered around him, 2and he taught them

3God blesses those people who depend only on him. They belong to the kingdom of heaven

 4God blesses those people who grieve. They will find comfort

5God blesses those people who are humble. The earth will belong to them!

6God blesses those people who want to obey him more than to eat or drink. They will be given what they want

7God blesses those people who are merciful. They will be treated with mercy!

8God blesses those people whose hearts are pure. They will see him

9God blesses those people who make peace. They will be called his children!

10God blesses those people who are treated badly for doing right. They belong to the kingdom of heaven.  

11God will bless you when people insult you, mistreat you, and tell all kinds of evil lies about you because of me. 12Be happy and excited! You will have a great reward in heaven. People did these same things to the prophets who lived long ago. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord

C:  Praise to You O Christ

 

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL

M: Thank you, Lord Jesus, for becoming poor for our sakes.

Bless us who are poor in spirit, and make us children of your kingdom. 

C: Amen.
 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, 

his only Son our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven, 

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic* church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen
*or: Christian; ‘catholic’ here means ‘universal’
 

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
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John Newton (1725-1807), alt. 
1.  How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer’s ear! 
It soothes his sorrows, 
heals his wounds, 
And drives away his fear. 
 

4.  By You my prayers acceptance gain,

Although with sin defiled;

Satan accuses me in vain,

And I am owned a child.

 

5.  Jesus, my shepherd, guardian, 
friend, 

My prophet, priest, and king, 

My Lord, my life, my way, my end, 

Accept the praise I bring. 

 

6.  Weak is the effort of my heart, 

And cold my warmest thought; 

But when I see You as You are, 

I’ll praise You as I ought.
 

 

SERMON
Hark! the sound of holy voices
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1.  Hark! the sound of holy voices,

Chanting at the crystal sea,

Hallelujah, hallelujah,

Hallelujah, Lord, to Thee:

Multitude, which none can number,

Like the stars in glory stands,

Clothed in white apparel, holding

Palms of victory in their hands.

 

2.  They have come from tribulation,

And have washed their robes in blood,

Washed them in the blood of Jesus;

Tried they were, and firm they stood;

Mocked, imprisoned, stoned, tormented,

Sawn asunder, slain with sword,

They have conquered death and Satan

By the might of Christ the Lord.

3.  God of God, the one-begotten,

Light of light, Immanuel,

In whose body joined together

All the saints for ever dwell:

Pour upon us of Thy fullness,

That we may for evermore

God the Father, God the Spirit,

One with Thee on high, adore.

 

OFFERING PRAYER

C: Heavenly Father, 
there is nothing that we could offer to you as a sacrifice for our sin. 

Yet in your great love, you have offered up your own Son, so that through him we may be put right with you.

Accept the gifts we offer here today, 
as mere tokens of our gratitude for the great gift of salvation which you have given to us.

Amen.

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Call to prayer

M: God has raised Jesus Christ to sit at his right hand. Let us therefore pray to our Father in heaven through his Son for all the world and all the saints.

Response

M: God of all saints, 

C: lead us to your kingdom. 

Concluding prayer

M: God of life, we give thanks for the love you have shown to the world through all your saints, and we celebrate our continuing communion with them in love and prayer. Hear the prayers of all your saints for the sake our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.
 

MEMORIAL RITE FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED IN THE FAITH 

INTRODUCTION

M:  Grace and peace to you from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

Friends in Christ: Today we remember members of this congregation and our Christian friends and relatives whom our heavenly Father has called out of this life. We remember them and thank God for the gifts he has given us through them.

WORD OF GOD

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ says:

Do not be worried and upset. Believe in God and believe also in me. There are many rooms in my Father's house, and I am going to prepare a place for you. I would not tell you this if it were not so.

(John 14:1,2 TEV) 

And the apostle John says:

I heard a voice from heaven saying, 'Write this: Blessed are the dead who from now on die in the Lord'. 'Yes', says the Spirit, 'they will enjoy rest from their labours, because the results of their service goes with them'. 
          

(Rev 14:13 composite) 

PRAYER

M: Let us pray.

Gracious heavenly Father, we praise you for the glorious company of the saints who have finished the course of their lives in faith, and now rest with you from all their work.

We thank you today for those who have departed from this life and remember them in gratitude before you.

Sustain us in life and death, and let perpetual light shine on us and on all your faithful people.

C: Amen. 

BLESSING

M: Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus.

C: Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

PREFACE

M:  The Lord be with you.

C:  And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.

C:  We lift them to the Lord.
M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right and good, Lord God, holy Father, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

In your saints you have given us a pledge of our inheritance that, 

surrounded by such a cloud of witnesses, we may run with perseverance the race that is set before us and receive with them the unfading crown of glory. And so, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we adore and praise your glorious name:

Holy, holy, holy

C:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might;

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

 

LORD’S PRAYER

C:  Our Father in heaven,

Hallowed be your name,

Your kingdom come,

Your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

Now and forever.  

Amen

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, and said: Take and eat; this is † my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way he took the cup, after the supper, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, Drink of it, all of you; this is † my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

 

COMMUNION  INVITATION

M: Jesus says: 'My flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 
Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood remain in me, and I in them.' 

C: Thanks be to God.

M: Come, everything is ready.

 

DISTRIBUTION

During the distribution the Minister or his assistant says:
Take and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you.

Take and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.

 

DISMISSAL

M: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ make you strong in body and soul to life eternal.

Go in peace.†
C: Amen.
 

POST-COMMUNION Prayer

M:  Let us pray.

C: Almighty God, you bring your people together in one holy communion, the body of our Lord. 
Lead us to follow your saints and to know the inexpressible joys that you have prepared for those who love you. 
We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.

Amen

 

CONCLUSION

BLESSING

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favour,† and give you peace.

C:  Amen
DISMISSAL

M: Go in peace, God stands by us today and every day.

C: In the name of Christ. Amen.
 

For all the saints 
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William Walsham How (1823-1897), alt.

 

1. For all the saints who from their labours rest,

Who You by faith before the world confessed,

Your name, O Jesus, be for ever blessed:

Alleluia, alleluia!

 

3.  O may Your soldiers, faithful, true, and bold,

Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old,

And win with them the victor’s crown of gold:

Alleluia, alleluia!

7.  But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day;

The saints triumphant rise in bright array:

The king of glory passes on His way:

Alleluia, alleluia!

 

8.  From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,

Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,

Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:

Alleluia, alleluia!
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